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REVIEWS 


been in several general hospitals where such work is being carried on, 
the reviewer has been, indeed, impressed with the difficulties sur¬ 
rounding tlie reconstruction of a man who does not desire to be 
reconstructed and die insidious permeation of this man’s attitude 
among diose who are eager to be benefited. Illustrations add much 
to die text of Camus’s book, which has been ably translated by 
W. F. Castle. Articles on British institutions have been contributed 
by British authorities, including Sir Arthur Pearson. Mechanical 
appliances are described, and the several occupations a maimed 
man can be trained to fill are well discussed. E. H. G. 


Quarterly Medical Clinics. By Frank Smithies, M.D., at 
Augustana Hospital, Chicago. Vol. I, No. 1 Pp. 1SS; 42 illus¬ 
trations. St. Louis, Mo.: Medicine and Surgery Publishing 
Company, 1919. 

What may be termed die “Chicago Idea” of publishing for 
general information die work of the clinics of diat city is augmented 
by this volume from the prolific pen of Dr. Smithies. The reviewer 
has found the Quarterly Medical Clinics, which is described as “A 
Scries of Consecutive Clinical Demonstrations and Lectures,” a 
very successful record of the clinics and lectures given to the senior 
students of die University of Illinois. 

We have no doubt of die future success of Smitiiies’s undertaking 
if this first volume is a sample of die works which will follow quar¬ 
terly. The subjects have been well selected, the exposition of the 
cases has been carefully written and die deductions on which the 
ultimate diagnosis and treatment have been based are logical and 
consecutive. Not only senior students but medical practitioners 
as well should find much of value in diis new volume from Chicago. 

E. II. G. 


The Humane Society of the Commonwealth of Massachu¬ 
setts: An Historical Bf.vibw, 1785-1916. By M. II. De 
Wolfe IIowe. Pp. 398. Illustrated. Boston: Riverside Press. 

It is a pleasure, and may wc say a relief, to turn from purely 
medical literature to the perusal of a book which makes its appeal 
to die general public rather than to the medical profession, for in 
this book we are told interesting diings of how the Humane Society 
was formed to prevent the bugbear of those days, premature burial; 
of ancient mediods of reviving those apparently dead; of the 
rewards given to die person who shall first discover and endeavor to 
recover the subject; of the development of life-saving at sea; of the 
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founding of the Massachusetts General Hospital! What a contro¬ 
versy took place over placing a drowned child in bed between two 
penrsons of good constitution, as the “ salutary effects of the natural 
vital warmth have been clearly proved in a variety of successful 
eases!” What a discussion about the value of blowing tobacco 
smoke into the bowel! And we may imagine the storm aroused by 
the recommendation not to bleed those supposedly dead! 

Engravings, profuse and beautiful, illustrate the text. Original 
documents are reprinted, original odes and poems, noteworthy for 
their purport, not for their poetic value, quaint in their thought, 
ponderous in their expression, all add to the enjoyment of Howe’s 
splendid production. From the standpoint of the historian the 
work is invaluable; as a picture of the nohle activities of a group of 
early humanitarians it is irreproachable; that it is an interesting 
book is undeniable. E. II. G. 


Gilrertus Angi.icus Medicine of the Thirteenth Century. 
By Henry E. IIanderson, A.M., M.D. Pp. 77. Cleveland, 
Ohio: Published posthumously for Private Distribution by the 
Cleveland Medical Library Association. 

This book by the late Dr. IIanderson, is of interest to the anti¬ 
quarian ns a picture of medieval medicine, containing ns it does 
a fascinating description of intestinal surgery, with an account of 
the use of drainage tubes of alder. The work reflects much credit 
upon the author’s industry in a research, which now the public is 
permitted to enjoy. E. II. G. 


War Surgery from Firing Line to Base. By Basil Hughes, 
Temporary Major, R.A.M.C., T.F., and II. Stanley Banks, 
Captain, R.A.M.C., T.C. with special chapters by Lieut.-Coloncl 
L. F. Smith, R.A.M.C., and Miss C. Bilton, R.R.C.,Q.A.I.M.N.S., 
and an introduction by Col. Sir T. Crisp English, Consulting 
Surgeon to the British Forces in Italy. Pp. 023; 373 illustrations. 
New York: William Wood & Company, 1919. 

Of the many books that have recently appeared on military 
medicine and allied topics, this volume seems to take the honors, 
because of the interesting manner in which the subject is presented. 
Although by title it is a treatise on war surgery, in fact it represents 
the personal experiences of two British medical officers who had 
spent three and one-half years both in the Western and Eastern 
theaters of war. During this time they were attached to regiments 
on the firing line for eighteen months, with a field hospital eight 



